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The 2017 Bartram Trail Conference will con-
vene in Baton Rouge, Louisiana from March 24 
through 26, 2017. The conference begins Friday 

evening with a reception at Magnolia Mound Plantation 
and a visit to the LSU Herbarium & LSU Library Special 
Collection to view Margaret Stones’ watercolors of the na-
tive flora of Louisiana. Saturday is filled with presentations of topics related to William 
Bartram’s travels in the Florida Parishes of Louisiana. The conference ends on Sunday 
with a tree stroll and brunch, tours of Pointe Coupee Parish, St. Francis Chapel, historic 
LeJeune Home, LSU Rural Life Museum, Windrush Gardens, and Burden Gardens.

East Baton Rouge Parish Main Library, site of the 
2017 Bartram Trail Conference.
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Burden Gardens

LSU Rural Life Museum

LSU Hilltop Arboretum

Magnolia Mound Plantation

South Boulevard at the 
Mississippi River Levee

Plains Presbyterian Church

St. Francis Chapel

LeJeune House

BREC Airline Highway Park

 

CONFERENCE HOTELS: 
Holiday Inn Express Baton Rouge Downtown

Hampton Inn & Suites

Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center

Hotel Indigo
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7711 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70806

400 North Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 379-3884

462 Lafayette St., Baton Rouge, LA 70801
(225) 382-2100

201 Lafayette St., Baton Rouge, LA 70801
(225) 344-5866

200 Convention St., Baton Rouge, LA 70801
(225) 343-1515
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Schedule of Events
Friday, March 24, Magnolia Mound Plantation
10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Free tours of Magnolia Mound Plantation and early 
registration check in.

Early registration at Magnolia Mound Visitor Center. You will receive a pass 
to Magnolia Mound Plantation when you register during the day.

Friday Afternoon Tours
On Friday, prior to the Bartram Trail Conference, participants have an op-
portunity to visit two remarkable resources on the LSU campus, with a spe-
cial field trip limited to 20 people. 

1:30–2:30 p.m. Founded in 1869, the Shirley C. Tucker Herbarium at Lou-
isiana State University is the oldest collection of preserved plant specimens 
in the Gulf South and is the second largest collection of Louisiana plants. 
Collections Manager Jennie Kluse leads a tour of the updated facility, with a 
look at early specimens and species associated with the Bartrams.

3:00–4:00 p.m. The Special Collections at LSU Hill Memorial Library was 
opened in 1903, and moved to the present campus in 1926. In the McIl-
henny Room, items of interest for your observation include, among others, 
works by John and William Bartram, Mark Catesby, Alexander Wilson, Ja-
cob Bigelow, and John James Audubon. A special treat will be some original 
watercolor drawings by Margaret Stones from her Flora of Louisiana project 
of the 1970s-80s.

Registered conference attendees must sign up ahead for these two behind-
the-scenes visits. Each visit is limited to 20 people. The group will meet 
ahead and walk together to each facility. Sign up here.

NOTE: You must register for the Friday Afternoon tour separately from 
conference registration. You will be allowed to add a guest.

4:00–6:00 p.m. Registration check in at Magnolia Mound Visitors Center.

5:30 p.m. Marker Dedication, along the sidewalk between the Visitors Cen-
ter and the plantation house.

Friday Night
6:00–7:00 p.m. Opening Reception, Magnolia Mound Plantation, on the 
porch and in the front yard under the Live Oak trees.

LeJeune House

LSU Hilltop Arboretum

Magnolia Mound Plantation

LeJeune House vegetable garden



Saturday Conference Program, March 25,  
East Baton Rouge Main Library
8:30–9:00 a.m. Registration and Coffee

9:00–9:15 a.m. Welcome: President, T. R. Henderson

9:15–10:45 a.m. Bartram’s Louisiana Travels 
Taylor McGaughy: Peregrinations to Pontchartrain: William 
Bartram’s Westerly Wanderings 
Dennis Jones: Sweet Home Alabama: Evidence for an 18th 
Century Native American Occupation at the Chatsworth 
Plantation Site (16EBR192) in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana
Dorinda Dallmeyer: White Cliffs, Deep Time: William Bar-
tram and Geology

10:45–11:00 a.m. BREAK

11:00 –12:00 p.m. Marking Bartram’s Trail 
Peggy Davis Coates: Louisiana’s Bartram Trail Revisited
Sam Carr: Regional and National Bartram Trail Efforts

12:00–1:00 p.m. LUNCH 
During the lunch break, stroll through the botanic garden at 
Independence Park.

1:00–2:30 p.m. Literature, Art, and the Natural World
Andy Ross, “Within a Few Inches of Your Eye:”:Visual and 
Narrative Meditation in Bartram’s Travels
Elizabeth Athens: “A Lively Animated Picture:” William 
Bartram and Drawing Ad vivum
Randy Harelson. Native Flora of Louisiana: the Watercolor 
Drawings of Margaret Stones

2:30–2:45 p.m. BREAK

2:45–3:30 p.m. Remembering John Hall 
Thomas Hallock, Remembering John Hall: The work of the 
BTC and the Good Nature of Environmental Education

3:30–4:30 p.m. Forty Years on: The History of the Bartram Trail 
Conference. This roundtable discussion will feature charter 
members of the Bartram Trail Conference. Three Louisiana 
members, Charles Fryling, Sally Daigle, and Polly Williams, 
will discuss their early adventures and their hopes for the 
future of the Bartram Trail Conference. Moderator: Chuck 
Spornick.

6:30–7:30 p.m. Cocktails on the Plaza.

7:30 pm: Banquet and Keynote Address 
Daniel H. Usner: “A prospect of the grand sublime”: The Lou-
isiana-Florida Borderland Seen and Unseen by William Bar-
tram

Sunday Morning Tours, March 26
• LSU Hilltop Arboretum Tree Stroll and Brunch. 9 a.m 

or 11 a.m. (options available). After brunch travel to New 
Roads in Pointe Coupee Parish for a tour of historic Le-
Jeune House and St. Francis Chapel.

• Also: Burden Museum and Gardens

8:00 a.m–5:00 p.m. Wear your conference name badge for 
FREE tours at Burden Museum and Gardens which in-
cludes the LSU AgCenter Botanic Garden, LSU Rural Life 
Museum and Windrush Gardens.

Burden Museum and Gardens offers discovery and ad-
venture through historic, natural and educational experienc-
es that provide a window into Louisiana’s rich cultural past. 
Situated on 440 acres in the heart of Baton Rouge, it is a 
must-visit destination for anyone interested in the flora and 
fauna of Louisiana’s lush landscapes and agricultural heri-
tage.

UNIVERSITY PRESS of FLORIDA

View more books: upress.u� .edu/BTC17
Use code BTC17 for discounts through April 21

Or call 800.226.3822

Travels on the 
St. Johns River
JOHN BARTRAM 
AND WILLIAM BARTRAM 

EDITED BY THOMAS HALLOCK 
AND RICHARD FRANZ

Hardcover $29.95 $22.00

Journeys 
Through Paradise

Pioneering Naturalists 
in the Southeast

GAIL FISHMAN

Paper $24.95 $18.00
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Speaker Information
Bartram’s Louisiana Travels
Taylor McGaughy. “Peregrinations to Pontchartrain: Wil-
liam Bartram’s Westerly Wanderings.”
Abstract. In late 1775, unaware that the imperial crisis had 
ruptured into armed hostilities and nursing a potent epider-
mal malady, William Bartram disembarked from a vessel at 
the fork of the Amite and Iberville rivers and set out over-
land for Fort Manchac. Upon passing under the canopy of 
a majestic forest for nine miles, he arrived at his destination 
and witnessed the torrent of the Mississippi, or “the great fire 
of rivers.” From there, he launched into the far western leg 
of his famed journey to the American Southeast, surveying 
the flora, fauna, and peoples of British West Florida. This 
research tracks Bartram’s jaunt through modern-day Missis-
sippi and Louisiana.

Taylor McGaughy is a doctoral candidate at Auburn Uni-
versity. His dissertation research focuses on East and West 
Florida during the British period.

Dennis Jones. “Sweet Home Alabama: Evidence for an 
eighteenth Century Native American Occupation at the 
Chatsworth Plantation Site (16EBR192) in East Baton 
Rouge Parish, Louisiana.”
Abstract. The Native American group known as the Alibama 
is presently part of the federally recognized Alabama-Cous-
hatta Tribe of Texas. The Alibama traveled west from their 
ancestral homeland within the state that now bears their 
name as a result of France’s defeat in 1763 during the Seven 
Years, which is commonly known in North America as the 
French and Indian War. Living in the vicinity of the French 
Fort Toulouse in Alabama, the Alibama Indians were per-
secuted by their neighbors who were allied with the British. 

A group of the Alibama found refuge for approximately 
twenty years during the late eighteenth century within a por-
tion of what is now recorded archaeologically as the Chats-
worth Plantation site (16EBR192) in East Baton Rouge 
Parish, Louisiana. While this site was primarily the scene 
of an early nineteenth to early twentieth century sugar cane 
plantation, archaeological data recovery investigations con-
ducted at the site between 2010 and 2014 recovered a smat-
tering of artifacts that are evidence of the late eighteenth 
century Alibama Indian occupation. 

William Bartram visited this site briefly in 1775 after he 
had traveled to the Mississippi River via Bayou Manchac, 
which was then an international boundary between British 
West Florida and Spanish Louisiana. He complimented the 
natural setting of the village and noted that his companion, 

William Dunbar, purchased baskets and pottery while they 
were there.

Dennis Jones directed archaeological data recovery inves-
tigations at the Chatsworth Plantation site in East Baton 
Rouge Parish for the LSU Rural Life Museum. He also cur-
rently serves as the editor for the Louisiana Archaeological 
Society (LAS) which publishes a newsletter three times a 
year, as well as the Society’s scholarly publication entitled 
Louisiana Archaeology.

Dorinda G. Dallmeyer. “White Cliffs, Deep Time: William 
Bartram and Geology.”
Abstract: While Bartram’s Travels is still hailed for its de-
scriptions of flora, fauna and landscape along with the na-
tive and frontiers-people he met, much less attention is now 
paid to his observations on geology. Historically, however, 
that was not the case. Many followed in his footsteps, among 
them the noted British geologist Sir Charles Lyell, whose 
journal of his visit to the southeast in 1846–1847 follows 
Bartram’s track closely. Of particular interest to Lyell were 
the White Cliffs of the Mississippi that Bartram described 
in 1775. This talk will focus on the formation, the literature, 
and enduring allure of these cliffs for geologists and na-
ture-lovers alike.

Dorinda G. Dallmeyer directs the Environmental Ethics 
Certificate Program at the University of Georgia and is past 
president of the Bartram Trail Conference.

Marking Bartram’s Trail
Peggy Davis Coates. “Louisiana’s Bartram Trail Revisited”
LSU’s Hilltop Arboretum is leading a regional partner-
ship to commemorate naturalist William Bartram’s travels 
through Louisiana in cooperation with the Bartram Trail 
Conference. Bartram’s trail is marked with signage placed 
through the fundraising of the partners. This presentation 
will trace Bartram’s path through the greater Baton Rouge 
area to the westernmost point of his journey in Pointe Cou-
pee Parish, focusing on six sites where historical markers 
have been erected. 

Peggy Davis Peggy Coates, a native of South Louisiana, 
joined the LSU Hilltop Arboretum as Executive Director 
in June 2007. Peggy’s last position, one she held for twelve 
years, was with Baton Rouge Green as their Program Direc-
tor. Peggy received her Master’s Degree of Landscape Archi-
tecture from Louisiana State University and her Master’s of 
Science Degree in Urban Forestry from Southern University. 
In nine years of service at the LSU Hilltop Arboretum she 
has worked in concert with the Friends of Hilltop Arbore-
tum, LSU’s Robert Reich School of Landscape Architecture, 
and a core of amazing volunteers to develop the arboretum 



into a regional environmental destination. Major site, plant 
collection and facility improvement projects make a substan-
tial impact on the Baton Rouge area, and through programs, 
events and activities for gardeners of all ages.

Sam Carr. “Regional and National Bartram Trail Efforts.”
Abstract: This presentation will review the work done by 
the Bartram Trail in Putnam County, Florida as well as the 
national effort underway by the Bartram Trail Conference 
to achieve recognition by the National Park Service as a 
national heritage trail. It will include national and regional 
trail entities that are involved in establishing trails and how 
the Bartram Trail Conference can assist.

Sam Carr was instrumental in the establishment of the 
Bartram Trails in Putnam County, Florida. He works for a 
variety of historical and heritage tourism causes along the 
St. Johns River and is a Governor’s appointee to the Florida 
Greenways and Trails Council.

Literature, Art, and the Natural World
Elizabeth Athens. “‘A Lively Animated Picture’: William 
Bartram and Drawing Ad vivum”
Abstract: In the eighteenth century, recognition of nature’s 
inherent mutability presented a challenge for artist-natural-
ists such as William Bartram. In the absence of any single 
true form in the natural world, representation was always in 
danger of reifying its object in a manner that runs counter to 
lived experience. In this presentation, I discuss how Bartram’s 
emphasis on drawing over other media countered representa-
tion’s tendency to reify. Drawing possesses an “open” graphic 
structure that allows figure and ground to retain their auton-
omy; moreover, it carries a sense of directness and immediacy 
quite unlike etching and engraving, which usually require a 
series of transfers and reversals to translate the original com-
position into print. The immediacy and ambivalence of the 
drawn line—its ability to refer back to its creation and out 
toward the world—allows for a more dynamic form of repre-
sentation, one that operates in multiple registers. It demands 
an imaginative collaboration of artist-naturalist and viewer 
that invests the drawing with a sense of mutability, as though 
it were perpetually coming into being. I argue that Bartram’s 
drawings of alligators and teratogenic plants, made during 
his travels through the American South, take full advantage 
of his chosen medium of drawing. Through his portrayal of 
natural wonders via graphite and pen and ink, Bartram em-
phasized the importance of imaginative collaboration in the 
creation of an animate, living image.

Elizabeth Athens is the Assistant Curator of American 
Art at the Worcester Art Museum, where she oversees the 
Museum’s collections of American paintings, furniture, and 
decorative arts. She completed her Ph.D. from Yale Univer-

sity, where her research focused on William Bartram’s graph-
ic influences and his theory of representation.

Andrew B. Ross. “‘Within a Few Inches of Your Eye’: Visual 
and Narrative Mediation in Bartram’s Travels.”
This presentation suggests that unlike other texts that cel-
ebrate the author as a credible source of knowledge, in his 
Travels, Bartram tries to minimize authorial mediation. Do-
ing so allows the author to narrate natural history fieldwork 
in such a way as to make his readers to feel as though they 
are naturalists themselves; the audience becomes viewers, 
participants, and at times even commentators in the course 
of the narrative. More narrowly, this analysis highlights the 
impact of shifts in space, time, and focalization that occur 
throughout Travels, focusing upon Bartram’s legible concern 
with how a written medium transmits an experience of vi-
sual spectatorship. In making this interpretation, I position 
Travels as a book that theorizes perception in a way that ex-
emplifies the connection between ways of seeing and ways of 
knowing that inform philosophy, politics, and aesthetics at 
the end of the eighteenth century. 

Andy Ross is a doctoral candidate in the English depart-
ment of the University of Nevada, Reno where he is com-
pleting a dissertation about the visual culture of early Amer-
ican natural history.

Randy Harelson, “Native Flora of Louisiana: the Watercolor 
Drawings of Margaret Stones.”
Abstract: Australian botanical artist Margaret Stones creat-
ed 224 watercolor drawings of Louisiana’s native plants over 
14 years in the 1970s and 80s. (Some of those plants are ones 
John and William Bartram noted in their extensive work in 
the 18th century.)  Stones drew all the plants only from life, 
using no photographs or other devices except a magnifying 
glass and microscope.  Randy Harelson, curator of a recent 
LSU Museum of Art exhibition of Margaret Stones’ work, 
will show a number of these amazing botanical artworks, and 
tell the story of Stones’ career at Kew Gardens in London, 
and illustrating native flora, first of Tasmania, then of Lou-
isiana.

Randy Harelson is an artist, writer, horticulturist, and ed-
ucator, originally from Baton Rouge.  He owns and lives in 
the historic LeJeune House in New Roads, Louisiana.  He is 
the author of New Roads and Old Rivers (LSU Press, 2012) 
with Brian Costello, photographs by Richard Sexton.

Remembering John Hall
Thomas Hallock. “Remembering John Hall: The work of the 
BTC and the Good Nature of Environmental Education.”
Abstract: “How do we use William Bartram to connect with 
the natural world? Amidst our many differences, how do we 



keep the focus our threatened ecosystems? This short talk 
honors the life of our friend, long-time BTC member John 
Hall. With a quick recap of John’s life and work, we offer his 
model as a legacy to follow.”

Thomas Hallock is Professor of English at the Universi-
ty of South Florida St. Petersburg. He co-edited ith Nancy 
Hoffmann, Wllliam Bartram, the Search for Nature’s Design: 
Selected Art, Letters and Unpublished Writings. His volume, 
John and William Bartram: Travels on the St. Johns River, 
co-edited with Richard Franz, is due out in January. Hallock 
is at work on a series of travel essays that explain why he 
loves teaching the American literature survey, called A Road 
Course in American Literature (www.roadcourse.us).

Forty Years On: The History of the Bartram 
Trail Conference
This roundtable discussion, moderated by former BTC 
president Chuck Spornick, will feature charter members of 
the Bartram Trail Conference. Three Louisiana members, 
Charles Fryling, Sally Daigle, and Polly Williams, will dis-
cuss their early adventures and their hopes for the future of 
the Bartram Trail Conference. 

Keynote Address
Daniel H. Usner. “A prospect of the grand sublime”: The 
Louisiana-Florida Borderland Seen and Unseen by William 
Bartram

Abstract: When William Bartram traveled between Pearl 
River and Pointe Coupée in 1775, this part of the Lower 
Mississippi Valley was undergoing one of its most transfor-
mative periods--which matters a lot considering the region’s 

later experiences with Americanization, the Civil War, and 
Hurricane Katrina.   Spain’s acquisition of Louisiana and 
Britain’s acquisition of Florida after the Seven Years’ War 
had drastically altered the geopolitical configuration of the 
Lower Mississippi Valley, making the great river an interna-
tional boundary between European empires while heating 
up commercial development of the region.   A sudden mi-
gration of European, African, and Native American peoples 
into the region during the 1760s and 1770s also raised plenty 
of new opportunities and challenges.  Although only vaguely 
described by Bartram, whose visit was cut short by high fever, 
headache, and impaired vision, the volatility experienced by 
inhabitants along the Louisiana-Florida border constituted 
an important setting for this phase of the naturalist’s travels 
across the Deep South.

Daniel Usner is the Holland N. McTyeire Professor of 
History at Vanderbilt University and a past president of the 
American Society for Ethnohistory.   He teaches courses on 
colonial North America, American Indian history, and At-
lantic World empires and borderlands.  A native son of New 
Orleans, Usner also specializes in the cultural and environ-
mental history of south Louisiana.  His research focuses on 
the American South during the colonial and early national 
periods and on relations between the United States and In-
dian nations to the present.  Usner is the author of Indians, 
Settlers, and Slaves in a Frontier Exchange Economy (1992), 
American Indians in the Lower Mississippi Valley (1998), Indi-
an Work: Language and Livelihood in American Indian History 
(2009), and Weaving Alliances with Other Women: American 
Indian Work in the New South (2015).  He is currently writing 
a book entitled From Bayou Teche to Fifth Avenue: How Chiti-
macha Indian Baskets Moved across America.

2017 Bartram Trail Conference Planning Committee

T. R. Henderson, BTC President
Peggy Coates, Michele Deshotels, Randy Harelson, Local Arrangements

Kathryn Braund, Program Chair
Brad Sanders, Registration Arrangements and Program Design



The 2017 William Bartram’s Louisiana Trail Conference is presented by 
the Bartram Trail Conference and the LSU Hilltop Arboretum

in cooperation with the following partners:

East Baton Rouge Parish Main Library
Magnolia Mound Plantation

Friends of Magnolia Mound Plantation
Recreation and Park Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge

Botanic Garden at Independence Park
LSU Shirley C. Tucker Herbarium 
LSU Libraries Special Collections

Burden Museum and Gardens
St. Francis Chapel

The LeJeune House
Visit Baton Rouge

Georgia-Pacific
Botanical Garden at Independence Park

Recreation and Park Commission for the 
Parish of East Baton Rouge

FRIENDS
of
HILLTOP ARBORETUM

Botanical Garden
at Independence Park


