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By Sam Carr

The Putnam Blueways and Trails Citi-
zen Support Organization are dedi-

cated to the use of the trails in this small 
Florida county. On their paddling trip 
from Hermits Cove Marina on the Seven 
Sisters Paddling Trail in October a small 
group passed the site of Spalding’s Lower 
Store at Stokes Landing near Palatka, FL.

The Putnam County Waterways Com-
mittee has formed a Bartram Trail Com-
mittee. Its chair, Sam Carr, was leading 
the paddle. Mr. William Wilson spotted 
the paddlers and invited them to land and 
join him on a guided tour of the site of 
the Lower Store. He has lived here for all 
80 of his years and had a fantastic knowl-
edge of Bartram’s hangout. He even has a 
Spanish Land Grant survey marker in his 
yard. His homestead is the location of part 
of the Lower Store site. His barn built in 
the 1920s is still standing. He pointed and 
said, “I was born between those two oak 
trees.” 

Wilson witnessed the University of 
Florida’s excavation of the site years ago 
and remembers where the stockade post-
holes were found and where charcoal and 

bricks identified the location of fireplaces. 
He pointed out the location of the Trad-
ing Post and the McLatchie residence 
where William Bartram stayed during 
his 1774 tour. The group was fascinated 
at the detail and amount of information 
he recalled. 

As the group departed Mr. Wilson 
asked “Do you want to see the treasure 
map?” which brought them to a halt. He 
explained that a treasure hunter he chased 
out of his yard had given him an old map 
of Stokes Landing. He didn’t know where 
the map came from but it sure looks au-
thentic and old. It has a lot of the Bartram 
characteristics—complete with drawings 
of a battoe and schooner—both used by 
Bartram in and out of Stokes Landing. 
The elements are numbered for illustra-
tion like Bartram’s detailed maps and 
drawings. The map excited the group. It 
is below. 

For Bartram aficionados, it was a de-
light. The Bartram Trail Committee 
is discussing with Mr. Wilson and his 
neighbors how to use part of the property 
for a memorial and kiosk. This would be a 
major win for the group. ❀

Spalding’s Lower Store Tour And the beat 
goes on…
Larry and Debbie Quick

Bartram would be proud—approxi-
mately 50 intrepid naturalists, schol-

ars, historians, and adventurers all, follow-
ing in his footsteps with the same keen 
eyes, inquisitive minds and love of life!

In 2007, a group of Bartram Trail Con-
ference attendees traveled to the Tensaw 
Delta in lower Alabama for a post confer-
ence tour to launch canoes and explore 
portions of the newly dedicated Bartram 
Canoe Trail. The group included among 
others, Rosa & John Hall, Kathryn 
Braund, Joel Fry, and the late Davida Has-
tie (founding member of the BTC and a 
visionary for the Bartram Canoe Trail).

Having just attended the inspiring con-
ference held at Alabama’s new Delta Re-
source Center, the group was primed for 
exploring the landscape—perhaps even 
seeing bits and pieces of what William 
Bartram had seen for himself over 225 
years ago. 

While shuttling people to the canoe 
launch, Rosa Hall spotted a splash of yel-
low, lighting up a ditch on the side of the 
road. Could it be? Yesterday’s speakers had 
just addressed several of William Bar-
tram’s “finds” as he traveled and botanized 
through this area. 

Rosa’s keen eyes had indeed spotted 
what Bartram had described as “a new 
species of Oenothera …perhaps the most 
pompous and brilliant plant yet known to 
exist.”  For confirmation, Rosa asked Joel 
Fry, curator at Bartram’s Garden to look at 
the plant—indeed it was Oenothera grand-

Copy of Mr. Wilson’s ‘treasure map’. Notice old English writing on 
left side. Mr. Spalding also owned Stokes Island.

continued on page 7
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2013 Biennial Conference
Highlands, North Carolina

On the North Carolina Bartram Trail at Scaly Mountain

It is reasonable that Samuel Kramsch 
(1756–1824) wanted this new book be-
cause he was a Moravian minister and 
teacher with an active interest in botany. 
He corresponded with many botanists 
and often accompanied those who visited 
Wachovia on plant collecting trips. 

A copy of Bartram’s book is in the col-
lection of the Moravian Archives, South-
ern Province, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. Because it does not have an 
owner’s signature, it is not known if this is 
the copy ordered by Samuel Kramsch. But 
nonetheless, it is a certain example of the 
Moravians’ abiding interests in new infor-
mation and specifically in their world of 
the American South. ❀

Photographs courtesy of the Moravian Ar-
chives, Winston-Salem, NC.

The Moravians and the Bartrams, con-
tinued from page 1

The BTC will hold its 2013 biennial 
conference in western North Caroli-

na at The Mountain Retreat and Learning 
Center (aka The Mountain).  The Moun-
tain, a few miles west of Highlands, NC, 
was used at the site of a joint BTC/ North 
Carolina Bartram Trail Society (NCBTS) 
meeting in 1999; and has been used sev-
eral times by the NCBTS for meetings.

 The dates for our meeting are:

Friday October 11, 2013 through Sunday 
October 13, 2013.

The registration fee for the conference 
has not been set. For more information 
about The Mountain: 

http://mountaincenters.org/pages/
home.php

Special thanks to members of the con-
ference planning committee, Kathryn 
Braund, Dorinda Dallmeyer, Tom Hal-
lock, and Brad Sanders. The group looked 
at various sites and scenarios and selected 
The Mountain for its location, amenities, 
and price. Also thanks to Jim Kautz and 
the NCBTS for their suggestions and 

advice. Jim, Lamar Marshall, and Wal-
ter Wingfield from the NCBTS will be 
working with us in developing the pro-
gram for the meeting.

Looking forward to the mountains of 
western North Carolina in 2013!

Chuck Spornick

flora—the Large Flowered Evening Prim-
rose! Joel immediately rescued one of the 
plants from the closely mowed ditch and 
carried the Alabama native back home 
with him to Bartram’s Garden in Phila-
delphia.

Although not a particularly rare plant, 
it is unusual to find Evening Primrose 
offered in the horticulture trade. Now, 
thanks to several people, particularly Da-
vida Hastie who returned to the area to 
collect seed in the fall of 2007, members of 
The Bartram Trail conference can request 
seed and grow their own “pompous and 
brilliant plants” at home.

As a newcomer to the Bartram Trail 
Conference in 2008 and Director of Al-
dridge Botanical Gardens in Hoover, AL, 
I was excited to bring “all things Bartram” 
to our garden, our members and our visi-
tors. John Hall came over from West Ala-

bama and gave an excellent talk on Wil-
liam Bartram. Kathryn Holland Braund 
shared seed with me that had been collect-
ed by the late Davida Hastie. I promptly 
sowed the seed and planted out several of 
the plants that came up in our wildflower 
garden where they thrived. Over the last 
few years I have grown the Primrose and 
been able to share seed and plants through 
our family nursery and now as a hobby. 
Although not quite on the scale of the 
“Bartram boxes”, full of botanical treasures 
destined for Europe, the aforementioned 
people continue on in the same vein as 
William Bartram—“Puc Puggy” —The 
Flower Hunter. The beat does go on. 

If you would like to request a small 
number of Oenothera grandiflora seed 
please send a self-addressed, stamped en-
velope to Larry & Debbie Quick, 7901 
Lee Road 390, Opelika, AL 36804. Grow-
ing instructions will be included. ❀

the beat goes on, continued from page 6



The Traveller
c/o Anne Hurst
138 N Chaparral Dr.
Hull, GA 30646

Bartram Trail Conference
Membership Form

____ RENEWAL   
____ NEW MEMBER

____ Individual $25
____ Family $30
____ Student $10
____ Contributor $50
____ Sustainer $100
____ Sponsor $250
____ Patron $500

Primary Areas of Interest in the Bartram Trail
(try to be specific about geographic locations and activities, i.e., specific Bartram sites, and whether or not you like to hike, 
read, garden, etc. Use back if necessary)

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Please send payment to:
Anne Hurst Weeks, 138 N Chaparral Ct., Hull, GA 30646 

Name:  _________________________________________________  

Address:  ________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________

E-Mail address:  __________________________________________

Phone: (           ) _____________ Date:  ______________________


